Monthly Board Meeting

Minutes

May 14, 2008


TOWN of BIG LAKE

“Sherburne County’s First 5-Member Township Board”

P.O. Box 75, Big Lake, Minnesota 55309

On Wednesday, May 14, 2008, the Big Lake Board of Supervisors met at the Big Lake Town Hall located in the Big Lake Lions Park Community Center at 21960 County Road #5, Big Lake Township, Sherburne County, State of Minnesota.  The meeting was tape recorded for transcribing purposes only.  

Chairman Sanford called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  There were 11 people in the audience at the start of the meeting.  Roll call was taken by the Chairman.

Board Members Present:
Jim Sanford, Supervisor 





Mike Hayes, Supervisor

Larry Alfords, Supervisor

Norm Leslie, Supervisor

Bob Hofer, Supervisor

Ken Warneke, Treasurer 





Laura Hayes, Clerk





Kristie Woolard, Deputy Clerk

All present stood and recited the pledge of allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.

Supervisor Leslie motioned to approve the agenda.  Supervisor Hofer seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  The meeting proceeded in accordance with the agenda.  

Supervisor Hofer motioned to approve consent agenda items:  a) Approval of Minutes: Regular Monthly Board Meeting 4-9-08, Second Monthly Board Meeting 4-23-08; 4-3-08 Board of Review & Equalization & 4-23-08 Reconvened Board of Review & Equalization.  b) Approve Resolution 2008-10 to Adopt Amendments to the Big Lake Township  Comprehensive Land Use Map & Zoning Map.  c) Approval of Travis Jacobsen CUP Request for a Home Business in an Accessory Building to Build 5 to 10 Guns a Year & Manufacture 20,000 Rounds of Blank Ammunition.  d) Approve List of Claims (Disbursement List will be Received at Meeting).  Supervisor Hayes seconded.   Each Supervisor abstained from approval of their payroll claim.  Supervisor Hayes abstained from approval of Clerk Hayes payroll claim.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  
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OPEN FORUM

Jim Stahlmann, 17539 182nd Avenue appeared before the Board regarding a proposal to build a racetrack in Big Lake Township.  Mr. Stahlmann advised he has a copy of the prospectus for this proposal.  Mr. Stahlmann advised that although the recent news article that appeared in the West Sherburne Tribune mentions two or three possible sites, the prospectus only references Big Lake.  He advised that because the area referenced is 900 acres in size he assumed it is located in Big Lake Township.  Mr. Stahlmann noted that he is concerned about the noise from a racetrack and wants the Board to protect landowners and oppose the track development.  He further noted that the Northstar commuter train coming to Big Lake will be good for the City and the Township and construction of a racetrack would ‘burn’ that.  Mr. Stahlmann advised that a source at the City has advised him that hearings will be held in July.  Mr. Stahlmann stated that he understood that development that needs sewer and water is automatically annexed into the City.  He asked about the sewer and water lines being installed along County Road 43.  Chairman Sanford advised that installation of the lines are for capacity only, to service the existing southern portions of the City of Big Lake.  Mr. Stahlmann advised that he is concerned that as growth comes back with the train, the Township will loose property tax income.  Chairman Sanford advised that the Township and City of Big Lake have Orderly Annexation Areas (OAA’s) where property tax is equally shared between the City and the Township.  He further noted that because the property is in the City of Big Lake and has city services the taxes can be up to four-times higher and therefore, even though the tax revenue is shared, the Township receives more tax revenue than if the property were still in the Township.  Supervisor Alfords advised that under Minnesota State Statutes, if Township property is adjacent to a city and the city can provide services, property can be annexed without the Township’s consent.  Supervisor Alfords further noted that the Township has a good relationship with the City of Big Lake and under OAA’s with the City, it has been possible to accommodate the City’s necessary growth and the Township sustainability.  It was noted that the Township surrounds the City of Big Lake.  Supervisor Alfords further noted that annexation is a legislative issue that has been worked on; however, townships still don’t have equal negotiating power with cities.  Mr. Stahlmann inquired why the Township doesn’t say no to the City and start their own sewer and water services.  Supervisor Alfords advised that the Township would have to incorporate and under the current Minnesota policies, we can’t because we surround the City of Big Lake.           

BUSINESS FROM THE CLERK

a) Ahmed & Tamasue Abuayed/Variance from OHWL of Thompson Lake for Deck – Ahmed Abuayed appeared before the Board to request a 52’ variance in setback from the OHWL of Thompson Lake to construct a 26’x16’ deck.  The required setback from Thompson Lake is 150’; therefore, the deck would be 98’ from the OHWL.  Mr. Abuayed advised that several neighboring houses have decks; and, some of them were allowed to be closer to the OHWL than the required 150’.  There was discussion regarding the fact that Mr. Abuayed’s house was constructed in 1996, only 115’ from the OHWL of Thompson Lake.  Thompson Lake is classified as a Natural Environment Lake, which has a setback requirement of 150’.  Therefore, any additions to the house will require a variance because the original building pad was approved closer to the lake that what is 
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allowed by its classification as a Natural Environment Lake.  Mr. Abuayed advised that he would be willing to reduce the size the deck to 26’x10’.  The Board noted Mr. Abuayed’s willingness to compromise from his original construction plan.  It was further noted that the plan should be redrawn to demonstrate the reduced size of the deck.  Supervisor Hofer motioned to recommend approval of a variance to construct a deck not more than 10’ in depth.  Supervisor Hayes seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  

b) Mark & Cheryl Wallace/Placement of Temporary Pool in portion of Drainage Easement - Mark Wallace appeared before the Town Board to present a request to encroach into the drainage easement and place a small amount of fill in the easement for placement of a temporary above ground swimming pool.  Mr. Wallace advised that Jen Oknich, Environmental Specialist from Sherburne County Planning & Zoning has reviewed the site and determined that there has been no encroachment into the wetland.  He further noted a representative from the DNR has also viewed and noted no issues.  Mr. Wallace advised that he did place the small of fill in the drainage easement prior to realizing what it was.  Township Engineer, Todd McLouth advised that the fill was not a detriment to the drainage easement; and, that placement of a temporary above ground swimming pool was also not a significant encroachment.  Supervisor Alfords motioned to allow partial fill of the drainage easement and placement of the above ground swimming pool as requested; and, to have the Township Engineer draft a letter to Sherburne County advising of their review findings.  Supervisor Hayes seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.      

c) Kelly Impola/Girl Scouts–Enter into Storage Shed Contract – Cadets Ashley and Sarah from Troop #787/Service Unit 11 appeared before the Town Board to thank the Board for allowing them to place a storage shed on the Big Lion’s Park property.  The cadets advised they raised the funds to purchase the shed and will maintain the shed according to the contract.

d) Fire Department Well Pump Estimate for Knick Knack Knoll Fill Station – Chairman Sanford advised an estimate has been received from E.H. Renner and Sons to install two pumps in the well located in Knick Knack Knoll.  The main fill pump is a 25 Hp, 230 volt 3 phase pump capable of filling a water tender in 6 minutes.  The second pump is smaller and would be used for the building and irrigation in the future.  The pumps could be installed prior to construction of a building.  The controls could not be installed until there is a building.  Chairman Sanford advised, Fire Chief Tony Eisinger is working with Township Engineer, Todd McLouth to draft specifications for a building.  It was noted that the City of Big Lake is a joint owner of the property; and therefore, any approvals would be contingent upon the City of Big Lake approving.  Treasurer Warneke noted that it will be necessary to get at least one additional quote because the cost is in excess of $10,000.  Supervisor Hayes motioned to table any action until a second quote is received.  Supervisor Leslie seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.      

e) Monticello - Big Lake Hospital Tax Abatement Request Re-review -  Chairman Sanford advised that he and Supervisor Leslie were contacted by Big Lake Township Hospital Board representative, Richard Helms regarding the denial of tax abatement for the Big Lake Clinic.  Mr. Helms advised that the Hospital Board was directed by Jim 
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Thares, EDA Director to proceed with clinic construction and make application for tax abatement later.  Chairman Sanford noted that this direction has not been verified with Jim Thares.  It was noted that the clinic is owned 60% by CentraCare and 40% by the Monticello - Big Lake Hospital District.  Chairman Sanford noted that Township and City residents are already paying taxes for the 40% of the clinic owned by the hospital and approving abatement would essentially be a second tax paid by the same residents. Mr. Helms is willing to bring hospital representatives to re-present the situation to the Town Board.  Supervisor Leslie motioned to table any action on this issue and have the EDA speak with Jim Thares regarding the directions he gave the hospital.  Supervisor Hayes seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  

f) Memorandum of Understanding (MOU)-Big Lake Industrial Park East – Clerk Hayes advised that the MOU has not been finalized following the City of Big Lake’s recommendation to add a statement pertaining to levy limits and the impact that would have the City of Big Lake.  Treasurer Warneke questioned if the EDA has separate levying authority.  City Finance Director, Corey Boyer and Treasurer Ken Warneke will discuss.

BUSINESS FROM THE SUPERVISORS/COMMITTEE REPORTS

TOWN ROADS

1. 226th Avenue Update – Supervisor Alfords advised the area has been prepared for paving tomorrow.  Berms have been added to manage water flow.  

2. 205th Avenue Update – Treasurer Warneke advised the contractor is working through the wetland area.  Supervisor Alfords inquired with the contractor why they weren’t working Friday’s.  He was advised that the crew doesn’t work more than 40 hours per week.  The project is on schedule.   

3. Street Sweeping Update – Treasurer Warneke advised two pickup sweepers have swept 30 loads of materials off Township connector roads and ¾ of the roads in the developments.  The cost for this is approximately $11,000.  Treasurer Warneke noted that the swept material was taken to the recycling center.  In the future, when roads are swept in areas where lawns are not mowed and maintained to the roadside, material may be swept onto the shoulder.  The crew finished sweeping on May 13.  Water as hauled into areas where water wasn’t readily available from fire hydrants.  It was further noted that the City of Big Lake was contacted to see if they were interested in doing the Township’s street sweeping, but were unable to.    

4. Other-Updates-Meetings – Treasurer Warneke advised he took the road weight restriction signs down today.

Treasurer Warneke advised the Road Committee and Township Engineer have reviewed the need to do patching on various Township roads and recommends that the 205th Avenue contract be amended and increased by $75,000. to allow for the patching work.  Supervisor Alfords motioned to amend and increase the 205th Avenue contract by $75,000. and allow the Clerk and Chairman to sign the amended contract.  Supervisor Hayes seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  
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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

1. EDA – Chairman Sanford advised that the Sherburne County Board of Commissioners approved tax abatement for the 34-unit hotel in Marketplace.  There are two prospects interested in property in Marketplace.  The first prospect is looking for an 8-acre parcel to build a 45,000 sq. ft. building with an additional 30,000 sq. ft. for cold storage.  The second prospect is interested in constructing a 50,000 sq. ft. building.  John Weicht has purchased the Ataboy building which was in default.  There was no new information regarding the library.

2.  Northstar – Supervisor Leslie attended the Northstar meeting on behalf of Supervisor Hayes.  The City of Big Lake was represented at the meeting to discuss the commercial building they would like to see constructed at the depot.  This would offer additional shelter and amenities for riders.  Because of the way the property was purchased, the City would have to re-bond to sell for commercial use.  The current shelter holds only 24 people and is not headed.  The City is looking at two 18,000 sq. ft. buildings to hold the commercial businesses.  The station is on schedule for the November 2009 opening.  It is currently, 3 ½ months ahead of its original construction schedule.

BOARD MEMBER REPORTS

1. Township Walking Trail - Supervisor Leslie presented a project status update on the walking trail.  He noted that the Township may want to consider naming the trails, installing trail signs and making a portion of the trail handicapped accessible.  It was noted that it should be advertised in the next newsletter that the Township is looking for name suggestions for the trail. He further noted that the east-west line of the new purchased property should be surveyed.  There was discussion regarding extending the trail onto the 2.95 being purchased from Michael Dries and Paul Knaeble.   

2.  Other-Updates-Meetings – Supervisor Leslie presented information regarding the purchase of playground equipment.  He recommended purchasing two hand operated backhoe diggers.  The Lion’s Club would get the sand and cement and set the equipment.  One of the diggers would be handicapped accessible.  Supervisor Hofer motioned to purchase two backhoe diggers, not to exceed $2,000. total.  Supervisor Hayes seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.

BUSINESS FROM THE TREASURER

Treasurer Warneke reviewed the cash balance statement.  Total government funds of $2,297,123.66 and escrow accounts of $57,448.49 totaling  $2,354,572.15.  Treasurer Warneke reviewed the 101, 102, 103, 402 and 403 funds. He advised this time of year, prior to receipt of the May/June tax settlement, the Township cash flow is short and reserves are used.  The 201 fund will not be in the negative when the settlement is received.  40,000 lbs of crackfill material has been purchased at a cost of $.51 per lb.  This reflects a cost increase of 50% from two years ago.  The early April snow received has exhausted the budget for snow removal.  Revenue sharing from the original industrial park has been received into the 402 account.  Supervisor Hofer motioned to approve the Treasurer’s Report.  Supervisor Alfords seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.  
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ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Supervisor Hayes to adjourn the meeting.  Supervisor Hofer seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.  The meeting adjourned at 8:25 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Laura Hayes, Clerk

