Second Monthly Board Meeting






Minutes

May 28, 2008


TOWN of BIG LAKE

“Sherburne County’s First 5-Member Township Board”

P.O. Box 75, Big Lake, Minnesota 55309

On Wednesday, May 28, 2008, the Big Lake Board of Supervisors met at the Big Lake Town Hall located in the Big Lake Lions Park at 21960 County Road #5, Big Lake Township, Sherburne County, State of Minnesota.  The meeting was tape recorded for transcribing purposes only.  

Chairman Sanford called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  There were 3 people in the audience at the start of the meeting.  Roll call was taken by the chairperson.

Board Members Present:

Jim Sanford, Chairman 

Larry Alfords, Supervisor






Norm Leslie, Supervisor 

Bob Hofer, Supervisor

Mike Hayes, Supervisor

Ken Warneke, Treasurer 

Laura Hayes, Clerk






Kristie Woolard, Deputy Clerk

All present stood and recited the pledge of allegiance to the flag of the United States of America.

Supervisor Leslie motioned to approve the agenda.  Supervisor Alfords seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.  The meeting proceeded in accordance with the agenda.  

Supervisor Alfords motioned to approve consent agenda items:  a.  Dresel Contracting, Inc./CUP for Temporary Crusher Placement on CSAH 30 (3wks).  b.  Adopt Resolution 2008-11 Approving the Final Plat of “Big Lake Industrial Park East Plat Five”.  c.  Approve List of Claims & Payroll. (Disbursement List will be received at Meeting).  Supervisor Hayes seconded.   Each Supervisor abstained from approval of their payroll claim.  Supervisor Hayes abstained from approval of Clerk Hayes payroll claim.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.  

OPEN FORUM

Sharon King, 16320 173rd Avenue SE, Big Lake (Becker Township), read a letter in opposition to having a racetrack constructed in Big Lake Township citing energy, pollution and noise as concerns.  Chairman Sanford advised that according to the West Sherburne Tribune, a feasibility study may be finished and available for review in July. 

BUSINESS FROM THE CLERK

a) Robert & Fern Kelly/Simple Plat for Kelly Addition – Fern Kelly appeared before the Board to review the simple plat of Kelly Addition, a one lot parcel with an existing home.  The Kelly’s 
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are purchasing property from the adjacent neighbor, to increase their parcel to 2.80 acres.  There was discussion regarding the need to provide the Township with a permanent road easement, 33’ wide and 33’ in length, on the south end of 156th Street NW.  There was discussion regarding the tile line, drainage easement and wetland area.  It was noted that the tile line area should be shown as a 66’ drainage easement.  The area can still be used by the Kelly’s, but will allow the county ditch inspector and crew the ability to work in this area if necessary.  Supervisor Hofer motioned to recommend preliminary and final plat approval of the Kelly Addition contingent upon the addition of a permanent 33’x33’ road easement recorded with the plat; and, the addition of the drainage easement designation on the plat.  Supervisor Alfords seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.        

-Commissioner Petersen advised he received a call from a library board member regarding the weekly total hours the Big Lake library is approved to be open.  Currently the library is open for 19 hours.  The Elk River library is open 52 hours and will be asking to increase to 60 hours.  Commissioner Petersen advised that in regard to accepting donations of items such as computers, the library needs a service person that will donate their time and materials.  

-The County has denied Vonco/Veit Disposal’s request for rezoning to “heavy industrial” which is necessary to operate a landfill.  As a result, Veit Disposal has filed a lawsuit against the County.  The case will be handled by the 10th District Court in Anoka Minnesota.  July 2, 2008 at 1:15 p.m. oral arguments will be heard at Sherburne County Court.  Representatives from Big Lake Township, Becker Township and City of Becker are invited to attend on July 2.

- The legislative bill to allow counties to issue interim use permits has passed and been signed into law by the Governor.  The law is effective immediately.  Interim use permits can be periodically reviewed and renewed are given to the current owner for a specific use and a specific time and do no attach to the property.  

b) Town Hall Expansion Project – Clerk Hayes advised that Pentagon Enterprises LLC/KWPH Construction Services will not be finishing the work on the Town Hall Expansion.  The completion date for the project was May 15, 2008.  Clerk Hayes requested that the Board find Pentagon Enterprises LLC/KWPH Construction Services in default of the contract for failing to finish the project and being unable to give a completion date.  The notice of default is necessary for the insurer to pay claims against the project from the Performance and Payment Bond.  Supervisor Hofer motioned to find Pentagon Enterprises LLC/KWPH Construction Services in default of the contract for failing to finish the project and being unable to give a completion date.  Supervisor Hayes seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  

c) Other-Meetings-Updates – Clerk Hayes advised she received a call today from Fire Chief Tony Eisinger regarding installation of sod and irrigation at the fire hall.  Chief Eisinger advised he and other fireman had originally thought they would install the sod and irrigation and have since determined that they will not be able to.  Three quotes were presented to the Board for review.  Supervisor Hayes motioned to have the Building and Grounds subcommittee work with Chief Eisinger to review the quotes and authorized expenditure for sod and irrigation up to $8,000. total, $4,000 being the Township portion of cost.  Supervisor Alfords seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  
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BUSINESS FROM THE SUPERVISORS/COMMITTEE REPORTS

TOWN ROADS

1) 226th Avenue Pay Application – The Board reviewed pay application No. 1 (final) from Rum River Contracting Company.  The original contract amount was $15,603.90. Due to the need to add pavement to the project to correct elevations the work completed totaled $29,595.75.  Supervisor Hofer motioned to approve payment to Rum River Contracting in the amount of $29,595.75.  Supervisor Hayes seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  

2) Other – Updates – Meetings 

-205th Avenue – Supervisor Alfords advised the project is on schedule and should be finished by the end of June-first part of July.  Brushing and tree removal has been done.  Borrow and shouldering will begin soon.  

-Crackfilling has begun.  Chairman Sanford advised there are two large cracks at the fire hall in the parking lot.  Supervisor Alfords will contact Chief Eisinger regarding this repair.  

-Township Engineer, Todd McLouth presented the Township with an updated Certificate of Survey for east-west border of new purchased property.

- 214th Avenue, 223rd Avenue and 163rd Street will be patched and overlayed this summer.

John Norgren advised he had received an inquiry for a free cremation niche for an indigent person.  The person has lived in Big Lake and his mother currently resides in the Township.  John Norgren advised he has inquired with several of the Cemetery Board Members regarding this request.  The Board Members contacted have advised they would need verification of hardship before being able to consider the request.  There was lengthy discussion.  A cremation niche is valued at $500. opening and closing the niche costs $150.  and a stone is approximately $233.  All graves in the cemetery must be marked with a stone.  There was discussion regarding whether or not the County offers any assistance for indigent burials or if this is handled through a funeral director.  Supervisor Alfords motioned to direct the family to try to work out a means to purchase a lot and to not donate the niche unless the family comes to the Board to present the hardship.  Supervisor Leslie seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

EDA – Nothing new to report since the meeting on May 12, 2008.

OTHER BUSINESS FROM THE BOARD

Memorandum of Understanding MOU on Contract for Deed for Fire Department Well Lot – The Board reviewed the Memorandum of Understanding Regarding Contract for Deed to bring the City of Big Lake in as half owner of the lot and well site in Knick Knack Knoll.  Supervisor Leslie motioned to enter into the contract and to forward the MOU onto the City of Big Lake.  Supervisor Hofer seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  
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Memorandum of Understanding on Tax Sharing Industrial Park East – Treasurer Warneke has been working with City Finance Director, Corey Boyer on this issue.  An email from Corey Boyer was distributed to the Board for review.  There was discussion regarding what could be done to reach a mutual agreement between the City and Township; and, how the recent action of the legislature to enact levy limits affects revenue sharing between the City and Township on this shared 1992 OAA Agreement.  Supervisor Hofer motioned to have the Finance Committee work with a consultant to try to work through this.  There was discussion.  Supervisor Hofer rescinded his motion.  Supervisor Alfords suggested having the Finance Committee meet with Treasurer Warneke and City Finance Director, Corey Boyer to work through this and create something agreeable to both the City and the Township.  It was noted that levy limits only apply to cities with a population over 25,000 and counties.  Supervisor Alfords motioned to have the Finance Committee meet with Treasurer Warneke and City Finance Director, Corey Boyer to discuss.  Supervisor Hofer seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.

ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Supervisor Hayes to adjourn the meeting.  Supervisor Leslie seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.  The meeting adjourned at 8:20 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Laura Hayes, Clerk

