Second Monthly Board Meeting






Minutes

June 25, 2008


TOWN of BIG LAKE

“Sherburne County’s First 5-Member Township Board”

P.O. Box 75, Big Lake, Minnesota 55309

On Wednesday, June 25, 2008, the Big Lake Board of Supervisors met at the Big Lake Town Hall located in the Big Lake Lions Park at 21960 County Road #5, Big Lake Township, Sherburne County, State of Minnesota.  The meeting was tape recorded for transcribing purposes only.  

Chairman Sanford called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  There were 43 people in the audience at the start of the meeting.  Roll call was taken by the chairperson.

Board Members Present:

Jim Sanford, Chairman 

Larry Alfords, Supervisor






Norm Leslie, Supervisor 

Mike Hayes, Supervisor

Ken Warneke, Treasurer 

Laura Hayes, Clerk






Kristie Woolard, Deputy Clerk

Board Members Absent:

Bob Hofer, Supervisor

All present stood and recited the pledge of allegiance to the flag of the United States of America.

Supervisor Leslie motioned to approve the agenda.  Supervisor Hayes seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.  The meeting proceeded in accordance with the agenda.  Supervisor Alfords motioned to approve consent agenda items:  a.  Robert & Fern Kelly/Simple Plat for Kelly Addition, as recommended by the Planning Commission and approved by the County Board of Commissioners with conditions.  b.  Minnesota Limited Big Lake /Amend Existing CUP for a Hwy PUD by Constructing an Accessory Building, as recommended by the Planning Commission and approved by the County Board of Commissioners with conditions.  c.  Appoint Laura Hayes to Bailey Station Cemetery Board as Secretary/Treasurer (Replacing Maureen Munsen); and, acknowledge Maureen Munsen’s years of service on the Cemetery Board.  d.  Approve List of Claims & Payroll. (Disbursement List will be received at Meeting) including: e.  Pay Application #1 from Hardrives, Inc. for 2008 Road Improvement – 205th Avenue.  f.  Renew $150. Patron Membership in Sherburne County Historical Society.  Supervisor Hayes seconded.   Each Supervisor abstained from approval of their payroll claim.  Supervisor Hayes abstained from approval of Clerk Hayes payroll claim.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.  
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BUSINESS FROM THE CLERK

a) Becker/Big Lake Ice Association Tax Abatement Request – Chris Stalpes, President of the B/BLIA was present to answer questions in regard to the abatement request.  There was lengthy discussion between the Board and audience members and many comments made by the audience members in support of the construction of an ice arena.  

Supervisor Alfords mentioned the exterior amenities of the proposed building and suggested that if these amenities were removed, it would reduce the cost of construction. Members of the audience noted that removing the building façade and amenities would make it difficult to attract adult hockey groups and perhaps some the youth hockey groups to the facility.  It was further noted that construction requirements prohibit the use of pole/metal buildings in Marketplace.  Supervisor Alfords further noted Big Lake Township has a significant portion of its population within the Elk River School District.  Chris Stalpes advised that Elk River is interested in a 25% share of the arena.   

Chairman Sanford advised the audience that Township revenues may be down due to levy limit legislation and the current and future economic atmosphere needs to be considered.  He noted that the Town Board would like to see an arena be successful and self-sufficient and suggested that could be accomplished with a phased project.  He advised that tax abatement requests have been presented to the Township in the last 8 to 12 months, and therefore, the abatement tool is new to the Township.  It was further noted that this the first request the Township has received for a 20-year abatement; and that it is very difficult to forecast that far into the future.  

Chris Stalpes advised the City of Big Lake has approved a 20-year abatement contingent upon three of the four taxing authorities approving abatement.   

Supervisor Alfords motioned to approve a 20-year abatement contingent up all four of the taxing authorities, being the City of Big Lake, Town of Big Lake, Sherburne County and Big Lake School District, also granting tax abatement for 20-years.  Supervisor Leslie seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.

b.  Other-Meetings-Updates – 

Unmowed Lawns in Township Subdivisions – Clerk Hayes advised that a call has been received regarding an unmowed lawn in Woodland Hills; and, due to the number of home foreclosures in the area more calls may be received at the office.  Clerk Hayes advised that a letter was sent to the property owner regarding the call received.  It was noted that the Township does not have an ordinance regarding lawn mowing.  Commissioner Petersen confirmed that the County does not have an ordinance either.  The Board determined that without an ordinance, letters should not be sent; instead complaints should be forwarded to a Township committee, which will be determined later.  

Ceiling Repair at Town Hall – Clerk Hayes advised that Fred Patch, Northwest Inspection Services is recommending that repair to the ceiling and the increased support for the Hufcor partition panel wall can be achieved with a Sammy Screw Rod Anchor and installation of 
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2”x6” blocks.  A sample rod anchor and drawn design of the proposed repair was given to the Board to review.  At this time, Fred is suggesting that he do the repair.  It was noted that he is not a licensed residential contractor.  The Board noted concern that the bonding insurance company may take issue with the Township not using a licensed contractor to make the repair.  The Board directed Clerk Hayes to present Fred Patches proposal to ACSTAR and allow them to review and determine if it would be appropriate to hire him to make the repair.   

Hospital Tax Abatement Revisited – Clerk Hayes noted that the Board had discussed revisiting the tax abatement request from the Monticello-Big Lake Hospital for the Big Lake Clinic with the City of Big Lake at the May 28, 2008 Joint Powers Board Meeting.  At that time, the City of Big Lake indicated they were not in favor of revisiting the request.  Supervisor Leslie motioned to deny revisiting the tax abatement request from the Monticello-Big Lake Hospital for the Big Lake Clinic.  Supervisor Hayes seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.  

Approve Purchase of 2 Additional Grave Markers from Cold Spring Granite – Clerk Hayes advised that upon setting the new “Unknown” grave markers, it was noted that two additional markers need to be replaced.  It is recommended that they be replaced with the same granite flat stones at a cost of $233. each from Cold Spring Granite.  Supervisor Hayes motioned to approve purchase of two additional grave markers from Cold Spring Granite.  Supervisor Alfords seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  

BUSINESS FROM THE SUPERVISORS/COMMITTEE REPORTS

TOWN ROADS

1. 205th Avenue Update – Township Engineer, Todd McLouth advised at the intersection of 205th Avenue and 172nd Street there is a soft spot that needs to be repaired.  The cable company is still burying lines.

2. Other-Updates-Meetings – Supervisor Alfords advised that overlay and subgrade repairs will begin the week of July 7, 2008.

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

1.  Other – Updates – Meetings – Supervisor Hayes will be attending the Northstar Corridor Meeting tomorrow, June 26, 2008.

OTHER BUSINESS FROM THE BOARD

1.  Trevor Farwell Eagle Scout Project – Presented his Eagle Scout Project proposal to 

restore the cabin, garage and gazebo located at the Big Lake Lion’s Community Park.  Trevor advised that he has visited the property and buildings and is currently in the process of pricing all material necessary to complete the project.  Treasurer Warneke confirmed that the property has been added to the Townships insurance policy.  The Board noted that Gopher One Locate should be called before any digging is done on the property.  Supervisor 
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Leslie motioned to approve the project as presented.  Supervisor Alfords seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried. 

2. Library Committee Meeting Update  - Supervisor Alfords advised that he and Supervisor Leslie attended the library committee meeting.  The library is reconsidering 6,900 sq. ft. in the former options building.  The library wanted 10,000 sq. ft., which is still a possibility.  The library has been directed to create a lay out proposal.  The total rent for the year in the former options building would be $70,000. on a 5-year lease.  The Township share would be 30%, approximately $21,000. per year.  The library has clarified that they are actually open 25 hours per week.  Supervisor Leslie advised that there was brief discussion regarding using the former “Curves” space for the library; however, there was concern regarding the need to have additional staff if the library were divided into two separate areas.

ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Supervisor Hayes to adjourn the meeting.  Supervisor Leslie seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.  The meeting adjourned at 8:10 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Laura Hayes, Clerk

