Re-Convened Annual Town Meeting

Minutes

August 22, 2001

On Wednesday, August 22, 2001, the annual town meeting was re-convened at the Big Lake Town Hall, located in Lions Park Community Center, 21960 County Road 5, Big Lake Township, County of Sherburne, State of Minnesota.

Moderator John Norgren called the meeting to order at 8:00 p.m.  There were 6 people in attendance when the meeting commenced.  The meeting was tape recorded for transcribing purposes only. 

Approval of the Agenda – A motion was made by Pam Thomas to approve the agenda as presented.  Bob Hofer seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  The motion passed.  The meeting proceeded in accordance with the agenda as presented.

Unfinished Business 

a. Finalize 2002 Tax Levy – Treasurer Warneke presented the proposed levy information as follows:   

General Fund



$172,000.

Economic Development Fund
  $87,000.

Cemetery Fund


  $  3,000.

B.L. Fire Fund


               57,000.

Road Fund


           $348,000.

Fire District #1


               $8,000.

Capital Expenditures

             $40,000.
Fire Building & Equipment                  $38,000.

Total



           $753,000.

Treasurer Warneke advised that the Minnesota state legislature has repealed the LGA and HACA for Townships beginning in levy year 2002.  The Town of Big Lake received approximately $125,000. in HACA payments annually, approximately $6,000. in LGA payments annually, and an additional $6,000. in HACA from the City of Big Lake from the shared Remelle HACA.  

On August 19, 2001, the Finance Committee met and reviewed the proposed levy and available funds. The Fiance Committee recommended to adopt the levy as proposed at the Annual Meeting, March 13, 2001.  Treasurer Warneke further advised that very little information has been made available to Townships regarding how this compression and shift in where tax revenue is received will affect the Township.  The state plans to use the former HACA and LGA to pay down education aid and assume court administration fees and revenues at the County level, planning that the net effect will be a reduction in taxes paid.  The Finance Committee also reviewed the tax capacity information provided by the County Auditor and approved school levies.  The Town will continue to plan for park land acquisition expenses, the possible connection of 229th Street from County Road 43 to County Road 5, the upgrade of 200th street, the purchase of a pumper truck for the Big Lake Fire Department, and levying for ecomonic development funds.  Ewald Petersen stated that the Minnesota Department of Revenue has met with County Auditors and have advised that they expect taxpayers to still receive a decrease in property taxes.  
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Larry Alfords moved to recommend approval of the annual levy for 2002, to be set at $753,000.  Bob Hofer seconded the motion.  All voted in favor, no one voted against.  The motion passed.  

b.   Change in Polling Hours for Annual Meeting – The current voting hours and proposed voting hours of the Annual Town Election were discussed.  Larry Alfords advised that he had noticed that voters come early, with not as many in the mid to late morning.  Jim Sanford motioned to hold the voting hours for the Annual Town Election from 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. Larry Alfords seconded the motion.  All voted in favor, no one voted against.  The motion passed.               

New Business 

John Norgren advised that entrance gates at Bailey Station Cemetery are becoming necessary to control the after hours drive in traffic that is occurring at the cemetery.  The  gates would be not locked, only latched.  The estimated cost is $2,400.  Ewald Petersen suggested that John Norgren consult with Treasurer Warneke regarding funds for this for construction in 2001.    

Adjournment

A motion was made by Ewald Petersen to adjourn the re-convened annual meeting.  Jim Sanford seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  The motion passed.  The meeting adjourned at 8:19  The Annual Meeting will be held the second Tuesday of March, 2002. 

Respectfully Submitted,

Laura Hayes, Town Clerk

