Re-Convened Annual Town Meeting

Minutes

August 24, 2005

On Wednesday, August 24, 2005, the Annual Town Meeting was re-convened at the Big Lake Town Hall, located in Lions Park Community Center, 21960 County Road 5, Big Lake Township, County of Sherburne, State of Minnesota.

Moderator Rick Sterns called the meeting to order at 8:01 p.m.  There were 8 people in attendance when the meeting commenced.  The meeting was tape recorded for transcribing purposes only. 

Approval of the Agenda – A motion was made by Larry Alfords to approve the agenda as presented.  John Norgren seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  The motion passed.  The meeting proceeded in accordance with the agenda as presented.

Unfinished Business 

a. Finalize 2006 Tax Levy – Treasurer Warneke presented the proposed revised levy information as follows:   

General Fund



$142,000.

Economic Development Fund
  $00,000.

Cemetery Fund


  $00,000.

B.L. Fire Fund


            $148,000.

Road Fund


            $630,000.

Fire District #1


              $19,000.

Capital Expenditures

              $00,000.
Fire Building & Equipment                  $121,000.

Total



         $1,060,000.

Treasurer Warneke recommended increasing the 2006 levy for the Big Lake Fire Fund by $70,000. to $148,000. because of the purchase of a tanker truck.  He further noted that several major road projects have been deferred which allows the proposed road fund levy to be reduced by $70,000.  This would result in the total levy remaining the same as initially presented at the March 8, 2005 Annual Meeting.  Jim Sanford suggested that the road fund levy remain at $700,000. to cover the increasing cost of petroleum products in addition to increasing the Big Lake Fire Fund levy by $70,000.  There was discussion regarding the recent and anticipated petroleum cost increases.



John Norgren motioned to approve a levy increase of $70,000. to the Big Lake Fire Fund for a total levy of $1,130,000.  Larry Alfords advised that the Township has overlayed a significant number of streets in the last 3 years.  He further noted that unless the Township has a major project there might not be a need to levy for $700,000.  Ewald Petersen reviewed the funds that currently have excess funds available in preparation for major projects.  He further noted that using funds set aside for these projects (purchasing park land, town hall expansion, 229th bridge project or 2nd industrial park with the City of Big Lake) could use a lot of the excess funds very fast.  Treasurer 
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Warneke advised that the levy increase being considered would increase the tax rate to approximately 18.26%; however, the increasing tax capacity results in no tax increase. 

Jim Sanford seconded the motion.  All voted in favor, no one voted against.  The motion passed. The annual levy for 2006 was set at $1,130,000.

General Fund



$142,000.

Economic Development Fund
  $00,000.

Cemetery Fund


  $00,000.

B.L. Fire Fund


            $148,000.

Road Fund


            $700,000.

Fire District #1


              $19,000.

Capital Expenditures

              $00,000.
Fire Building & Equipment                  $121,000.

Total



         $1,130,000.

New Business 

There was no new business presented.

Adjournment

A motion was made by John Norgren to adjourn the re-convened annual meeting.  Ewald Petersen seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  The motion passed.  The meeting adjourned at 8:21 p.m.  The next Annual Meeting will be held the second Tuesday of March, 2006. 

Respectfully Submitted,

Laura Hayes, Town Clerk

