
Second Monthly Board Meeting






Minutes

September 24, 2008

TOWN of BIG LAKE

“Sherburne County’s First 5-Member Township Board”

P.O. Box 75, Big Lake, Minnesota 55309

On Wednesday, September 24, 2008, the Big Lake Board of Supervisors met at the Big Lake Town Hall located in the Big Lake Lions Park at 21960 County Road #5, Big Lake Township, Sherburne County, State of Minnesota.  The meeting was tape recorded for transcribing purposes only.  

Chairman Sanford called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  There were 6 people in the audience at the start of the meeting.  Roll call was taken by the chairperson.

Board Members Present:

Jim Sanford, Chairman 

Larry Alfords, Supervisor






Norm Leslie, Supervisor 

Mike Hayes, Supervisor

Bob Hofer, Supervisor

Ken Warneke, Treasurer 






Laura Hayes, Clerk

Kristie Woolard, Deputy Clerk






John Norgren, B.L. TWP Planning Commission Rep.






Todd McLouth, Engineer

All present stood and recited the pledge of allegiance to the flag of the United States of America.

Supervisor Leslie motioned to approve the Agenda.  Supervisor Alfords seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  The meeting proceeded in accordance with the agenda. 

Supervisor Hofer motioned to approve consent agenda items: A) Approve list of Election Judges for November 4, 2008 General Election.  B) Accept roads in the plat of Meadowbrook, Spanky’s Corner & 200th St./Minnesota Limited; and, release securities held by the Township.  C) Approve List of Claims & Payroll. (Disbursement List will be received at Meeting.   Supervisor Hayes seconded.   Each Supervisor abstained from approval of their payroll claim.  Supervisor Hayes abstained from approval of Clerk Hayes payroll claim.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  

OPEN FORUM
Jim Stahlmann, 17539 182nd Avenue, Big Lake Township advised he recently contacted the City and Township again inquiring if either had received any information regarding location of a racetrack in the Big Lake area.  He was advised no information had been received.  He inquired at the County and obtained information, including a map of the conceptual site for the track, along Co. Rd. 14.  According to the map, 31,500 parking spaces are proposed. 
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Sherburne County Sheriff’s Deputy, Captain Steve Doran appeared before the Board to update the Board and advised the 2007 Annual Report was recently completed.  Deputy Doran presented information regarding the Sherburne County Sheriff’s Office sponsorship of old and unwanted prescription and over the counter medication collection events throughout the County.  A monthly schedule through September 2009 has been set for these events. 

BUSINESS FROM THE CLERK

a.  Review Quotation and References for Washing & Sealing Building Exterior – Representatives from Bob’s Sparkle Wash appeared before the Board to present information about their business services in regarding to the Board’s consideration of washing and sealing the Big Lake Town Hall in its entirety.  They advised the cleaner is a silicone-based product.  The sealant makes the block resistant to moisture, mold and salt deterioration.  It was noted that because the hall doesn’t have trees close to it and it does have a significant roof overhang, these have not been issues.  It was noted the sealant does require that all doors and windows be covered.  No action was taken by the Board at this time.

b.  Review Quotations for Cement Repair & Garage Floor – Supervisor Leslie presented two quotes received for repair of the sidewalk slope and match to parking lot; and, to install a floor in the garage near the park cabin.  In regard to the sidewalk, the quote from Mike Kurtz recommended the cement pad and a portion of the parking lot completely out and re-pour 48” to ensure the slope would not be greater than ¼” per foot.  Mike Kurtz recommended removing 4 to 6” of dirt from the floor of the garage to allow for the garage door to be level.  The total of these two quotes was $2,250. and could do the jobs within the next couple of weeks.  Bill Charlton recommended pouring cement overtop of the existing cement pad and a portion of the parking lot pavement.  He did not recommend removing any dirt from the garage floor.  The total of these two quotes was $1,288.  no timeline was given for completing the jobs.  They would be done between larger jobs already scheduled.  Supervisor Leslie advised that he had concerns with Bill Charlton’s quote regarding the garage floor and being able to keep the garage door level without removing any base dirt.  He further noted concern regarding the durability of cement being poured overtop of existing cement and pavement.  Supervisor Hofer motioned to accept the Mike Kurtz quote of $2,250. for the two jobs.  Supervisor Leslie seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.

c.  Other – Updates – Meetings - 

Green Acres Meeting – Thursday, October 9, 2008 there will be a presentation from the Sherburne County Assessor’s Office regarding changes to the Green Acres program at the Big Lake High School Auditorium, starting at 7:00 p.m.

BUSINESS FROM THE SUPERVISORS/COMMITTEE REPORTS

TOWN ROADS

1.  Road Tour Review – Supervisor Alfords, Supervisor Hofer and Treasurer Warneke conducted the fall road tour.  Roads in general are in good condition.  It was noted that there is a significant amount of brushing to do.  After the brush is cut, it will be sprayed.  It was noted that in the areas of 181st and 182nd Avenue the brush was cut back to the right-of-way 
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and it now overhangs on the roads.  Crackfilling is in progress.  It was noted that the Township is doing double the amount of crackfilling this year.  Patching on 209th Avenue is finished.  Curbing on 159th Street is in progress.  Striping on 205th Avenue is finished.

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

1.  Other – Meetings – Updates – Chairman Sanford advised he received a call from Jim Thares, Big Lake City Economic Development Director regarding conducting an annexation by ordinance for the former Big Lake American Legion building on the corner of County Road 43 and Hwy 10.  It was noted that the property is 8 acres in size and there is a potential buyer for 2 acres.

OTHER BUSINESS FROM THE BOARD

1.  Property Insurance Review – Continued from September 10th Meeting – Treasurer Warneke advised he, Supervisor Hofer and Supervisor Leslie met with Fred Patch to review Township building insurance valuations.  Fred Patch plans to have review and recommendation ready in approximately a 1-½ weeks.  

2.  Library Lease Review – The City of Big Lake forwarded the property lease to the Township.  It was noted that the lease is between the Library and City only.  The Township is only responsible for 1/3 of the rental fee, approximately $21,000. for year 2009 and will be a budget each year forward.  The City asked for Township comments regarding the lease.  No comments or action was taken.

3.  Other – Regarding the washing and sealing of the Town Hall.  Supervisor Leslie advised he discussed this option with Fred Patch.  It was recommended by Fred Patch that the Township not do this.  It was noted that the original building was constructed in 1992, was not sealed and shows no signs of deterioration.  Supervisor Alfords motioned to not clean or seal the building at this time.  Supervisor Hofer seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  

-Treasurer Warneke advised he received a draft of our 2007 Financial Audit.  The Township has received a clean opinion from the auditor.  The auditor was hurt this summer and has been recuperating.  An extension was filed with the State Auditor.  The audit will be reviewed at the second October meeting.  Treasurer Warneke advised that the Township may need to look at other vendors for this service, noting the cost of the audit and the increased time to conduct the audit outside of the injury recuperation.

-Chairman Sanford advised he received a call from Wright Title, located in the former Werner home on Hwy 10.  The call was in regard to the current zoning of the property and if an adult/senior daytime care center could be located there.  This was an inquiry only.

-Supervisor Leslie presented a trail map created by Township Engineer, Todd McLouth following a meeting held by Supervisor Leslie, Supervisor Hofer, Clerk Hayes and Deputy Clerk Woolard.  Lee Schlosser, audience member, advised he knew of possible funds available for the footbridge that may be available from the Mid Minnesota Mississippi 
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Resource Conservation and Development Council, Inc.   He will provide further to the Clerk’s Office.

-Supervisor Leslie advised Trevor Farwell’s Eagle Scout Project is progressing.

ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Supervisor Hayes to adjourn the meeting.  Supervisor Hofer seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.  The meeting adjourned at 8:00 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Laura Hayes, Clerk

